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August 19, 2005

Dear Candidate for Mayor or City Council:

The above named organizations request your responses to the following questions, limiting your answers to 100 words for each question. Your answers will not be edited and, if you win a line on the general election ballot, will be published alongside the answers from other general election candidates in this year’s Minneapolis Voters Guide to Charter Reform. If you would like more information on the subjects of the questions, you are invited to visit the cosponsors’ websites or contact Tony Solgård, FairVote Minnesota President, at (763) 807-2550.
Responses are preferred in a Microsoft Word document (You may fill in the form fields on the next page) or in the body of an e-mail message and sent to MplsCharter@FairVoteMN.org. Alternatively, hard copies may be mailed to FairVote Minnesota, PO Box 19440, Minneapolis MN 55419-0440. The deadline for receipt of your answers is October 1, 2005. 
The Star Tribune newspaper late last year initiated a discussion about the structure of Minneapolis city government and its effect on the accountability, affordability, effectiveness, efficiency, quality, and transparency of city government. The newspaper editorialized that Minneapolis city government has a Byzantine structure, with too many bosses resulting in waste and lack of accountability. The structure, governed by the city’s charter, leaves Minneapolis paying more for fewer and lower quality services, and with a bad reputation at the State Capitol, argued the newspaper. Others have become engaged in the discussion, with some countering that the current system has served the city well, making charter reform an important subject in this year’s election campaign. The purpose of this questionnaire is to discover the candidates’ views on how to structure Minneapolis government to best serve its residents.
Instructions: Type answers in the shaded form fields below. [Tab] to move to next field. [Shift][Tab] to move to previous field. When finished, save the document using your first and last names as the new file name.

1. Minneapolis currently has a “strong council-weak mayor” structure with no professional city manager. Some see 14 bosses (mayor and 13 council members) as dysfunctional and have proposed strengthening the mayor’s role as the manager of city government or appointing a professional city manager to perform this function. Others defend the current arrangement for a resident’s ability to getting problems addressed through their councilmember. What arrangement do you think would best serve the city?
     
2. Minneapolis currently has independent, elected boards to govern the city’s parks and libraries. Some have said the large number of elected officials in the city makes these boards less visible and less accountable. Some have said the services of these boards could be delivered more effectively either by making them departments of the city or by merging them with Hennepin County’s park and library systems. Others defend the independent, elected boards as a way to maximize the number of opportunities for public participation in city government. How would you propose to handle governance of the city’s parks and libraries?
     
3. Minneapolis property tax levies are currently set by a board of estimate and taxation, with membership from the city’s other elected offices plus two elected citizen members. Some criticize the arrangement of one of the most important city functions being performed by the least visible and least accountable public body. They propose assigning taxing authority to the city council. Others defend the current arrangement for allowing the boards governing parks and libraries to get a larger share of funding than they would otherwise. Who do you think should have the authority to set the city’s tax levy?
     
4. Minneapolis currently has a primary election with the top two contenders for each position advancing to a general election, where the one with the most votes wins. Some say this method over-represents the majority and leaves Republicans unrepresented in city government, putting the city in a weak position at the State Capitol and denying the city the insights of the city’s business leaders. Those bringing these concerns propose making Minneapolis’s elected bodies more representative of all voters by adopting a proportional representation voting method. Others defend the current arrangement as the traditional way of voting and that changes should not be made without careful study. What voting arrangement would you support to best represent the city’s voters?
     
5. The current two-stage election system is criticized by some as costly to the city and to campaigns, diminishing voter participation due to low turnout in primaries and reduced choice in general elections, and unnecessary since the two elections could be combined in an “instant runoff” on general election day. They propose to eliminate the primary election and allow voters to indicate their first choice and runoff choices who would receive their vote in the event their first choice cannot win. Others say the current system works just fine and that having multiple elections results in a better understanding of the will of the voters. What election system do you think would most efficiently and effectively discover the will of the voters?
     
Candidate name:      
Phone:      
Email:      
