Caucus Resolution for Instant Runoff Voting
BE IT RESOLVED THAT OUR PARTY: 
Endorse Instant Runoff Voting for state and local elections.

Reasons to Favor the resolution:

Whereas, a growing number of statewide offices elected since 1998 have been decided by less than a majority of voters;

Whereas, Instant Runoff Voting assures the winner is chosen by a majority of voters, in one election;

Whereas, additionally, Instant Runoff Voting has been shown to

· Maximize voter participation and available choices of candidates

· Assure fairer and more accurate representation of all voters

· Eliminate the cost of nonpartisan city primary elections and reduce the cost of campaigns

· Lead to more informative and cleaner campaigns 

Whereas, Instant Runoff Voting is constitutional and supports the principle of “one-person, one vote”; 

Whereas Instant Runoff Voting was overwhelmingly adopted by Minneapolis voters in 2006 and there is an active Instant Runoff Voting ballot measure campaign in Saint Paul November;

Whereas, Instant Runoff Voting is already being used in six US cities (San Francisco, CA; Cambridge, MA; Burlington, VT; Takoma Park, MD; and Cary and Hendersonville, NC), in three states (Louisiana, North Carolina and Arkansas) for overseas voters, and is pending in more than a dozen other jurisdictions throughout the country;

Whereas, Instant Runoff Voting has cross-partisan support in Minnesota, including former Senator Dave Durenberger, former Governor Arne Carlson, state DFL Party Chair Brian Melendez, state Independence Party Chair Craig Swaggert and state Green Party Virgil Sohm;
Whereas, Instant Runoff Voting is endorsed by the Star Tribune, the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, the Minnesota Council of Nonprofits, Brookings Institute Project 08, Citizens for Election Integrity, and several other state and local organizations;

For further information, see http://www.fairvotemn.org.






